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The fire sprinkler contractor demonstrates their professionalism by reputation, experience 
and license.  Such a license strictly limits their scope of contract to the design and installation 
of NFPA 13 systems conforming to the local building code. 
 
The Engineer of Record (EOR) is responsible for the design of the building structure.  This 
design shall include the ability of said structure to support the fire sprinkler system and its 
points of attachment.  Since the EOR does not design the fire sprinkler system, it is 
incumbent on them to allow latitude in the design of the building structure to accommodate 
the added load required to support and seismically brace the fire sprinkler system.   
 
The fire sprinkler contractors’ job is to design the most cost effective NFPA 13 sprinkler 
system for the buildings stated occupancy per building plans furnished by the owners’ 
representative.  The local building codes require the design and installation of the sprinkler 
system to conform to NFPA 13, and to the applicable sections of ASCE 7.  The fire sprinkler 
contractor must regard the building structure as capable of supporting this system design at 
its required points of attachment.   
 
It is the professional domain of the EOR to confirm the ability of the structure to support the 
fire sprinkler system in conformance with NFPA 13.  The EOR contracts with the building 
owner to represent his best interest and insure adequacy of the building design for its 
intended purpose.  The EOR is contractually bound to review the fire sprinkler drawings to 
limit liability to the owner, the owners’ representatives and the fire sprinkler contractor.  The 
EOR is legally responsible for this decision.  Again, no fire sprinkler contractor should ever 
assume responsibility for the adequacy of the building structure.  It should be resisted 
vigorously because it is beyond the scope of their license and expertise.  
 
When the existing building structure does not provide adequate NFPA 13 support; any 
alteration of said structure, reinforcement of sprinkler system points of attachment or possible 
rerouting of fire sprinkler piping should be a contract extra.  In conclusion, if contractors 
were required to submit their drawings for the EORs’ approval, prior to system fabrication 
and installation all parties would be better served.  
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